
STREET ADDRESS 632 Uesr Main St reet  HSTORK NAME : Dr lrevan/Fl r s t  Bap t irt Cht~rch 

MAP8PARCEL: 29-1 DATE / PER100 ' 1877-1883 
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK : 1-303 
PRESENT ZONING: M- I 

STYLE : V i c t o r I a n  Rmanesqus 
HEIGHT (lo corieo)OR SfmfES. I storey 

ORIGINAL OWNER ' n r  l r v m  Rapt i q t  Church DlMENSlONS AND LAND AREA : 12,980 Sq.  f t . 
I 

ORlGIMAL USE Church CONDIT ION : G w d  

PRESENT USE ' Church SURVEYOR : Thoms~n/Bibh 

PRESENT OWNER . F ir s 1 Bapt i5 t Congregat ion 
ADDRESS. 632 Wert Main St reet  

rhar lot t r l v i  l lr ,  V i r g i n i a  22901 

DATE OF SURYEY . ~ 9 7 7 /1985 

SOURCES: C i  ty/County Records 
Alexander, Recol lmct lons O F  E a r l y  C h ' v i l l e  
Richard T. HcK inn~y ,Kreping the  F a i t h  

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRlPf ION 

I 	 F i r s t  Bap t i s t  thurch i s  an c x c ~ l l c n texarp le  of  V i c t o r i a n  Romsnesque s t y l e .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  rec tangu lar  lo lorn. 
t h r cc  bays wide by s i x  bays long. A h l gh  s ing le -s to rey  facadp f r o n t -  on Maln S t ree t .  hut because of ground s lope ,  
the main f l o o r  i s  r a i s e d  above a f u l l - s t o r e y  basement at the sldt-s and r r a r .  Const ruc t lan  i? h r i c k .  cnmrron bond 
o n  f h r  I A C R ~ C .  	 A square, p r o j e c t i n g  tower o f  b r i c k  fnrms the c e n t r a l  hay on t h ~  f a c a ( J ~ -American. E I S E W ~ P ~ C .  entrance 
hhnvr t h p  peak o f  the  roo f  gable, thp tower supports a large octagnnal l an t c rn  o n  a square base, both of wood. The 
l a n t c r n  i s  decorated w;th attenuated corner p i l a s t e r s  end i s  covered w i t h  a d m d  roof. Natching p r o j e c t i n q  t o w e r l e t s  
stand s t  thc facade corners and r i r e  r l i g h t l y  above the ron f  eaves. f h c  mafn S t ruc tu re  I r  covered w i t h  a gable roof 
o f  red,  c o m p o ~ l t i o n  sh lng l c .  Eaves a r e  f l n l s h c d  w l t h  a wh i te -pa in ted p r o j c c t l n q  m d  corn ice  above a corh la-arch 
supported b r l c k  overhang. P r o j e c t i n g  p i e r s  suggestive o f  pilasters separate the bays along the s ide  w a l l  o f  the ninin 
f l m r  and w r v r  l o  b u t t r e s s  the h igh  wa l l s .  A corbelFed b r i c k  w a t e r  t a b l e  separates the basement f rom main TFoor. 
Hair1 l l ~ n rwindows, one each bay, are  hiqh, semi -c i rcu tar  headed. double-hung sash wllth leaded s t a i n ~ dg l a q 5 .  
l,asemcnl windows art- l a r g r ,  s i x -ove r -n ine - l i gh t ,  double-hung sash. Matn en t r y  i~ thrnuqh paneled, double d w r 5 ,  
w i t h  s r q m ~ n t a l - n r c h  I i n t e F ,  in the  base of  the  t w r .  A s i n g l e  window l f k p  o ther  maln- f loor  w l n d w s  i s  located i n  
the  tower above the door. A l o w ,  wrought i r o n  fence, w i t h  a l t e r n a r i n g  t a l l  and short  p l l e s ,  and go th i c -ma t i f  gatc -

1 posts, surrounds the  t hu rch  yard. 

HISTORICAL QESCRIPTION 

tn  1863. the  800 black mrmbrrs or the  C h a r r o t t c s v i l l c  Baptlst Church p e t i t i o n e d  Tor, and were ~ r s n f e d .approval t o  
\rl-oarate f r o m  thc church  and form t h e i r  awn congregation. Thcy conducted serv ices  in the parrnt  church Tor awhi le  
and lstcr i n  rhp hascmcnt of  the  o l d  nclevan Hote l ,  t ak lng  I t s  name for the congreqat inn.  Rui Pt it- the l 8 2 0 ' s  hy 
G p n c r ~ lJohn H. Cocke o f  Bremo as a temperance h o t e l ,  the b u l l d l n g  had l a t e r  housed a c l a s s i c a l  -chon1 and had been 
used a< a m i l i t a r y  hosp i t a l  du r i nq  thr C i v i l  War. b f r e e  school f o r  b l a c k 5  had been candwtled there sirbcr l h ~War. 
f l ~ ~ popu la r l y  k n o w  a< "the Hudwall" because o f  the  t e r r e  v i s e  w a l l  rhat e n c l o s ~ dt h ~  Tt i rho te l  was pr r lppr ty .  
cnnrlrpgat inn pilrchased t h e  hotr l bu I I d i nq  I n  7868 (ACDB 68-76) .  When the deter iara l  i n g  o l d  bul  I d Inq  wnq rtmtl~rnn~tJ 
i n  1876. i t  w a r  demol i shed ,  and work was begun immediately on the present church b u i l d i n g .  Thi= cornprstonp w;rs l a i d  
on N o v r m h ~ r  7 ,  1R77, and builder^ and nrchanics Llens give  December 12. 18813 as the date of  complpt i nn  IhCDB R7-45R. 
HJ-761. 11 w a r  dedlcarcd on January 7 ,  1884, but apparent ly was not yet q u i t e  ready f o r  occupancy, as t h r t r  i s  a 
rpcord  o f  t h t  f y r q t  w r v i c e  belnu he ld  t he re  i n  the  basement on July 3, 1884. Wfth the cmpletlon of  the new h u i l d i n q  
t t i r  rr,nqrrqnl i on  changed i t s  namp frmn "the  Oelevan Bap t i s t  Church o f  Char l o t t c s v i  I l eu '  t o  "the F l r s t  Colorcd Anpt i q t  
Church r ) f  Char l o t  t r r v i  I Ic" ,  
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7. Architectural Description (additional information): 
 
Located at 632 West Main Street, at the corner of 7th Street in Charlottesville, the cornerstone for the 
First Baptist Church (now the Delevan Baptist Church) was laid in 1877 and the building completed in 
1883. This rectangular three-bay brick building is an excellent example of the Romanesque Revival 
style and features a projecting brick square entrance tower topped by an octagonal wooden lantern 
on a square base.  The main entry is at the base of the tower through paneled double-leaf doors with 
a segmental-arched lintel.  Matching projecting brick towers stand at the façade corners and rise 
slightly above the roof eaves.  The gabled roof is clad in asphalt shingles.  The six-bay sides of the 
brick building are articulated into bats by projecting piers that also serve to buttress the high walls, 
and contain double-hung, round-arched stained-glass windows and a corbelled brick cornice.  The 
rear of the building has a hip-roofed rectangular apse with a taller gable-roofed projecting.  A 
corbelled brick water table separates the basement level from the main floor.  The basement level 
windows contain square-headed six-over-nine double-hung windows. 
 
 
8. Significance Statement (additional information): 
 
Originally listed as part of the Charlottesville Multiple Resource Area nomination, the Delevan Baptist 
Church was placed in the Virginia Landmarks Register on October 20, 1981 and in the National 
Register of Historic Please on October 21, 1982. 
 
First Baptist Church, now known as the Delevan Baptist Church, is directly related to the African-
American community that was growing in the eastern portion of the proposed Fifeville-Castle Hill 
Historic District by the 1870s and is a significant contributing resource and visual landmark within this 
area. Black Baptists who had formerly worshipped at Charlottesville’s white First Baptist Church 
purchased the property on which the Delevan Hospital stood (formerly known as “Mudwall”) in 1868 
and began construction in 1877 of what would be called the First Colored Baptist Church, completed 
ca. 1883.  Although several other Baptist congregations split off from the “first” church, this building 
made a bold statement for the African-American community in downtown Charlottesville.  It stands 
today as the only institutional building within the proposed district’s boundaries and would have been 
convenient to the growing number of African-Americans in the Fifeville and Castle Hill neighborhoods. 
 




